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This weekend saw the Long Beach State men’s basketball, women’s basketball, baseball, 
softball, men’s volleyball and women’s water polo teams all find success. LBSU played 13 
total games from Thursday to Sunday and won nearly all of them. Read about the Dirtbags’ 
opening series win and the women’s basketball team on page 8 and find out how the softball, 
womens water polo and men’s volleyball teams picked up their wins on page 7. 


The 49ers roll to six 
wins in a row with 
their win over the rival 
Titans. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


With point guard Justin Bibbins back 
in the starting lineup, the Long Beach 
State men’s basketball team beat Cal 
State Fullerton 70-57 Saturday inside 
the Walter Pyramid. 

The 49ers (15-12, 9-3) led 42-39 with 
12:52 remaining in the game, when Bib- 
bins nailed his first three pointer of the 
game and ignited a 21-9 second-half 
run for the 49ers. 

“First half, [Bibbins] was trying to 
feel his way back,’ LBSU head coach 
Dan Monson said. “But in the second 
half I thought he took control of that 
game.” 

Bibbins agreed with his coach and 
said he was fighting off nerves in his 
first start since Jan. 30 against Hawai'i. 

“First half I was jittery and excited 
to be back out there but in the second I 
calmed down,’ Bibbins said. “I saw the 
floor better, lanes opened up and I was 
able to play my game again” 

Bibbins entered the game against Cal 
State Northridge on Feb. 6 just to shoot 
free throws after junior guard Bradford 
Jones went down with an ankle injury. 
But after missing three of the last four 
games, Bibbins was the sparkplug for 
LBSU’s second half run. The 5-foot-8- 
inch guard scored 10 of his 12 points 
in the second half and dished out three 
assists. 

Bibbins also pushed the tempo on a 
couple fastbreak plays after the 49ers 
forced several Titan turnovers. LBSU 
scored 20 points off of seven CSUF 
miscues. 

With 7:56 remaining in the game, 
freshman guard Noah Blackwell’s 
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Junior guard Anson Moye (top) 
pulls up from behind the arc in 
front of the 49ers’ bench. Senior 
guard Nick Faust (bottom) keeps 
the ball out of Titans’ forward 
Jamar Akoh’s reach in LBSU’s win 
over Cal State Fullerton on Satur- 
day inside the Walter Pyramid. 
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Daily 49er wins 20 statewide awards 


The paper took second 
in the Daily category 
for Best Newspaper. 


LOS ANGELES - The Daily 49er 
took home 20 statewide honors in- 
cluding second place for Best Daily 
Newspaper at the California College 
Media Association awards banquet 
Saturday night. 

The awards included first place 
for Best Breaking News Story. Yas- 
min Cortez, Miranda Andrade-Ceja, 
Kevin Flores and Amy Patton were 
recognized for their coverage of the 
community’s outpouring of grief 
after the Nov. 13 death of CSULB 
design student Nohemi Gonzalez in 
Paris. 

The California College Media As- 
sociation each year recognizes the 
best in student media among two- 
year and four-year colleges. Entries 
are judged by professionals in print 
and digital media, magazines and 
advertising. 

“The entire Daily 49er staff put in 
a lot of hard work over the last year, 
and being recognized for that effort 


was something to be proud of,’ Ed- 
itor-in-Chief Greg Diaz said. “But I 
am excited to see what we can do be- 
fore I graduate from CSULB and the 
newspaper in May.” 

The Daily 49er took second in the 
Daily category for Best Newspaper. 
The Daily Bruin at UCLA won first 
and the Spartan Daily at San Jose 
State took third. 

Brooke Becher won first place for 
Best Arts and Entertainment story 
for “Star Wars Day: “May the fourth’ 
be with you, next gen,” a humorous 
look at the 1977 movie's influence on 
youth born decades after the movie 
was released. 

The Daily 49er also placed for Best 
Podcast, Best Audio Slideshow, Best 
Newspaper Column, Best sports, 
news and feature photos, Best News- 
paper Design, Best Sports Story, Best 
Feature Story, Best Special Issue and 
Best Online Ad, among other awards. 
Dig Magazine won Honorable Men- 
tion for Best Magazine Website. 

In addition, Daily 49er content 
adviser and CCMA President Barba- 
ra Kingsley-Wilson was named Ed- 
ucator of the Year by the California 
Journalism and Media Affiliates. 


ARMANDO JAcoso | DaiLy 49ER 
Editors and staff pose for a photo with their awards Saturday at the Sheraton Universal Hotel during the California 
College Media Awards Banquet. The Daily 49er staff placed in 20 categories and with three first place awards. 
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Girl Scouts earn comic badge 


The L.A. troop took 


on the world of comic 
books at the Comic 
Expo. 


By KATHERINE LEMUS 
Staff Writer 


The Girl Scouts of Greater Los An- 
geles not only earned their Comic Art- 
ist Badge but gained insight into and 
knowledge of girl power in the comic 
book industry at the Long Beach Comic 
Expo this past weekend. 

The Girl Scout Comic Artist work- 
shop was created in response to the 
huge surge of women and girls that has 
recently begun to have a much bigger 
role in both the story and development 
of comic books. 

The mostly male-dominated com- 
ic book industry has seen many new 
female writers, artists and even female 
superheroes that now encourage and 
represent strong women. Other than 
creating art, the event also included 
working with role models and profes- 
sionals in the industry. 

“This event helps girls explore their 
passions and is great fun for the girls? 
Kenya Yarbrough, director of marketing 
for the Girl Scouts of Greater Los An- 
geles, said. 

This is the Girl Scouts’ second year 


collaborating with the Long Beach not. [The girls’] interests can vary so 


Comic Expo. much, from comic book development 
Girl Scouts is an organization dedi- [to] storylines, where their place is be- 
cated to fostering leadership skills, per- tween science and fiction” 
sonal growth and inspiring power in The professionals who attended 


girls, according to its the event were from differ- 


website. 

Many of the Girl 
Scouts that attend- 
ed the workshop 
were cosplaying as 


ent areas of the industry 
such as comic book 
artists, writers and 
animators. Many of 
the professionals who 
attended the work- 
shop were former Girl 


their favorite su- 
perheroes and char- 


acters like Wonder Scouts. 
Woman, Supergirl, The workshop 
Terra and Rogue. helps the girls 


“[The Girl Scouts] 
has a really strong 


with scripting 
characters, de- 


STEAM [Science, signing and 
Technology, Engineer- coloring. 
ing, Arts and Math] Through a 
program and we series of 
really love to exer- 
inspire the cis- 
girls that ens 
they be de- 
anything and do signed to help 


anything in this industry,” them create and design a 


Yarbrough said. “We want story featuring their fa- 


them to recognize they can vorite female superhero, 


do it too in a field primari- the Girl Scouts gota taste 


ly dominated by men. of how much work and 
“We still have trouble \ thought .go into comic 

defending girls being in- | i creations. 

terested in this. This work- Emet Comics, a pub- 


lishing company that was 


\ 
shop is a great opportunity \ 
\ founded in 2015 to em- 


to find out if they like it or 
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Members of girl scouts work with a professional on a story of a girl superhe- 


ro at Long Beach Comic Expo Saturday. 


power female storytellers and artists, 
put on the workshop. The company’s 
website says “more women creating 
their own stories will lead to more wom- 
en up on the screen and more women 
out in the world pursuing their dreams.” 

Maytal Gilboa, founder of Emet 
Comics, was at the event collaborating 
with the Girl Scouts. This was their first 
time working together. 

“I wanted to create a company that 
empowered female stories and creators. 
Comic books [are] just the perfect plat- 
form to do that,’ Gilboa said. “We want- 


ed to work with the Girl Scouts because 
they are an organization that is dedi- 
cated to empowering young women in 
all the different fields like the arts and 
STEM? 

Gilboa hopes to continue to collab- 
orate with the Girl Scouts in the future 
and to hold more workshops. 

‘I hope this workshop will help 
young girls explore different creative ca- 
reer choices that are open to them and 
to empower these girls to understand 
that they can make it in the comic book 
industry,’ Yarbrough said. 
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Cosplayers posing as the Joker and Harley Quinn face each other for a photo, 
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The only place to run into Deadpool, a female 
Deadpool, a robe-wearing Deadpool and a Dead- 
pool that will follow you around while dancing to 
any song you request was at the Long Beach Com- 
ic Expo this weekend. 

Cosplaying has been 
around since the 1930s, but 
only in the last decade has 
it blown up and become 
the phenomenon. it is now. 
Since its boom in. populari- 
ty, two forms of cosplay have 
emerged: the diehard fans 
who spend money on mak- 
ing or purchasing. costumes 
of the characters they. love, 
and models who are hired to - 
represent characters they don’t always know much 
about. 

Despite their difference in dedication, most 
fans and fellow cosplayers have no problem mak- 
ing room for paid models who dress up. 

Andy Holt, a database administrator, walked 
the expo with a fully extendable set of mechanical 
Hawkman wings on his back. 

“T have no problem with that; Holt said. “Some 
people, honestly, they just look better than others. 
If you look good at it and get paid for it, ’'m all for 
that. I have no problem with that? 

Some cosplayers are both legitimate fans of the 
characters they dress up as, hand-making their 
own costumes, while also earning money by sell- 
ing images of themselves in costume. 

“Tm a fan of what ’m doing, I’m not just a 
chick who threw on a costume,” said Sara Moni, 
an insurance worker by day and cosplayer by 
night. “I make all of my costumes, they’re a labor 
of love” 


Cosplayers 
take over 
Long Beach 
Comic Expo 


come ARTS Bee 


By LAUREN TORRES 
Staff Writer 


Moni doesn't mind that others gets paid to pose 


_as characters, with one condition. “The only time 


it becomes an issue is when they put it on and act 
as a real fan, but they're really not?’ 

Prominent cosplay groups such as Agents of 
Khaos and Star Wars Steampunk have become so 
popular that they're a staple across different con- 
ventions. 

Eiraina Schmolesky cos- 
plays as Steamy Leia with the 
Star Wars Steampunk Uni- 
verse; a group of cosplayers 
who: put a ‘stéarnpunk twist 
on, Star Wats. 

“We ate. licensed..by Lu- 
casfilm- 0° we do: o-get certain 
privileges; ‘but im not paid 
to do this” Schmiolesky said. 
“We volunteer our time, our 
money and our energy to 
conventions and children’s charities in Southern 
California” 

These privileges include small, humdrum 
things like attending the “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” premiere in Hollywood. 

Some fans even think that cosplaying has grown 
in popularity, in part, because of models. 

“When models get into costumes it just means 
regular people can get into costumes and we get to 
rock it? Joshua Moxham, an artist and exhibitor at 
the expo, said. “I've seen a bunch of fat dudes in Si- 
lent Bob costumes and, you know, they're okay with 
that. Girls who barely can stuff themselves into a 
Psylocke costume, and they're okay with that, and 
a large part of our ability to accept that is because 
these models are going around and putting them- 
selves on display. If they can do it, why can’t we?” 

It seems that whether they're fans who spend 
$300 on a costume, or they're just dressed to make 
money; with great costumes does not come great 
responsibility. 
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The Long Beach Comic Expo was probably one of the coolest 
of events I have ever gone to. 
sO Asa photographer, however, it was extremely frustrating. 
n- First and foremost, it was a great opportunity to shoot co- 
splayers; but at the same time it was difficult because of a very 
1S demanding audience. I al- 
he ways ask for permission and 
Li- never do T= ~ Stop I touch a model, 
TS male or fe- ) male, without 
ist consent. O 1k iI ll 
However, at the Expo I 
u- saw many h people, both t om 
in casual and S oot! professional, 
id without per- mission leap at 
id. Cosplayers over and over again for photos. 
ur Yes, they dressed up, and yes, they like the attention, but they - 
to are people too. Its important to understand that it gets tiring for 
m Jounny Romero | Dany 49ex __ them to have to stop for a photo op every two steps. 
Cosplaying group Star Wars Steampunk made costumes with a spin on the traditional franchise. There is this perceived bias that I will disrespect the models 
m because of all the awful misogynistic men lurking around 
ce By YASMIN CorTEZ sexy Spider-Man. At times Vamp has felt uncomfortable the convention and the implication that because 
Social Media Editor Women who try to copy their favorite and has experienced first-hand sexual ha- I'm a man, I could be just like them. Quite 
vn. Tagan aera tine Tee characters are the next eye candy for male rassment situations from male fans who frankly I expect that because of the lack of re- 
fans. have approached her for photos and au- spect shown by the majority of casual people 
ns Deadpools with cleavage, Stormtroop- tographs. that come to these events without the prop- : 
to ers donning bikinis and Freddy Kruegers l “I use humor to make it less uncom- er conduct. 
at showcasing too-tight shorts walked C O sp ay fortable; Vamp said. Dont get me wrong; cosplayers are gor- 
Si- around confidently, drawing a male gaze. The Long Beach Comic Expo is work- geous and boss, but never would I do any- 
ith It is not the pretty ensembles or well- and ing to change the stereotype of women in thing to disrespect them or objectify them. 
ya built armor that catch people’ attention, comics and aim to help the female com- People like them make comic conven- 
nd it's the provocative costumes. cle AV aT g e munity by adding panels like “Celebrat- tions memorable and exciting. All in all, 
Ise During the Long Beach Comic Expo it ing Women in Comics” and inviting the the Long Beach Comic Expo was off 
m- was common to see people run up to co- Girl Scouts of the Greater Los Angeles the hook and I would cover it again. 
| splayers to ask for a photo as if they were LeeAnna Vamp is a professional cos- Area to participate. 
nd celebrities, with the majority being female player model and according to her, some Cosplaying may come with some A cosplayer dresses as a 
ke cosplayers. Male photographers flocked of her most popular cosplays have been raised eyebrows but the Comic Expo can pumpkin scarecrow for Long 
eat towards cosplayers with cleavage hoping a gender-swapped Freddy Krueger, Boba be a haven for cosplays of any kind and Beach Comic Expo Saturday. 


to snag a one-on-one photo shoot with a 


Fett and a Stormtrooper. 
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women of all ages to feel included. 


At the American School of Professional 
Psychology at Argosy University | 
Southern California (ASPP, Southern 
California), we have a proud history 

of diversity, academic excellence, and 
community engagement. Our clinical 
psychology leaders and distinguished 
faculty have a deep commitment to 

the education and training of the next 
generation of professional psychologists. 


At ASPP, Southern California, our Doctor 
of Psychology in Clinical Psychology 
(PsyD) degree program offers 
concentrations in Child & Adolescent 
Psychology and Forensic Psychology. 
With our integrated curriculum, you'll go 
beyond books and classrooms and get 
real clinical experience. This approach 
reflects our commitment to prepare you 
to meet the challenges of the diverse 
people and communities you will serve 


‘he Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology Pr 
ia is. accredited by the Commission on Ac 
Status should be directed to the Commi 
fation, 750 1st Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002 


YASMIN Cortez |‘ DAILy 49ER 


And that commitment to you is reflected 
in the profession’s commitment to us. 
We're proud to say that our Doctor of 
Psychology in Clinical Psychology (PsyD) 
program has received accreditation from 
the APA, certifying that the program 
meets their rigorous standards. 


At ASPP, Southern California, we offer 
the following degree: 


DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY (PSYD) 
IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


Learn more at: 
ASPPOrangeCounty.com 


For enrollment information contac 
our admissions representative, Ellen 
Shiffman, at (714) 620-3738. 


osy University, Orange County 


south Lewis Street 


choo! of Professional Psychology at Argosy University | Sou 
chological A .PA). Questions related to the pr 


lersity is accredited by the Senior Coliege and University Commission of the Western Association of Schools and Coileges (985 
s Avenue. Suite 100, Alameda, CA 94501, www.wascsenior.org). Programs, credential levels, technology, and scheduling options 
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The Justice’s legacy 
needs more tarnish. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Special Projects Editor 


he timely demise of our 
most narrowly hedged 
legal mind, one Antonin 
Scalia, marks an auspi- 
cious political plot twist 
for these United States, already in the 
midst of a highly contested election year. 

Justice Scalia’s death last week hope- 
fully also sounds the death knell for the 
pernicious originalist position he for- 
warded, an interpretation of the Con- 
stitution that is hell-bent on framing 
contemporary concerns in the mores of 
1787. 

Like those who believe the Bible 
should be interpreted literally, he 
took the Constitution letter-for-let- 
ter, divining a fixed meaning from it 
instead of regarding it as a “living” 
document. 

To Scalia’s inflexible mind, the most 
unbiased way to read the Constitution 
was by following a historical breadcrumb 
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trail to determine the public meaning of 
the words used in the Constitution at the 
time of the document's drafting. 

Although this methodology placed 
a veneer of intellectual rigor on Scalia’s 
jurisprudence, which he often liked to 
exult as more quantitative and less sus- 
ceptible to jurist bias, it is greatly flawed. 

At its core, originalism operates from 
a simplistic take on language, its conven- 
tions and limitations. 

Jonathan Gienapp, a history professor 
at Stanford, wrote in his critique of orig- 
inalism published in the Fordham Law 
Review that words cannot be transplant- 
ed from the past into a modern context 
without also considering the “connective 
tissue” that interconnects meaning in a 
discrete moment in time. 

“[Originalists] fail to appreciate the 
holistic character of meaning — that in- 
dividual utterances earn their meaning 
based on how they fit into a linguistic 
whole — and, accordingly, target the 
wrong object of interpretation, focus- 
ing on individual words and statements 
when they must first grasp the broader 
idioms from which those component 
parts issued” 

For this reason, many of Scalia’s legal 
opinions seem perplexingly outmoded 


and at odds with the times. 

So hidebound to his originalist inter- 
pretation of the Constitution was Scalia’s 
jurisprudence that it became divorced 
from legal precedent and the contempo- 
rary moral, social and cultural climate. 
He was — ostensibly — so caught up in 
procedural justice that he eschewed sub- 
stantive justice. 

Take, for instance, what Justice Sca- 
lia wrote in the dissenting opinion in a 
case involving a murderer who was sen- 
tenced to die but petitioned for a new 
trial after seven of the witnesses against 
him recanted their testimonies. 

“[T]his court has never held that the 
Constitution forbids the execution of a 
convicted defendant who has had a full 
and fair trial but is later able to convince 
a habeas court that he is ‘actually’ inno- 
cent?’ wrote Justice Scalia. 

In other words, he believed that the 
Constitution made it legal for the state to 
execute a person even if additional evi- 
dence emerged that retroactively proved 
them innocent — such as DNA testing — 
if they had already been convicted. 

In Atkins v. Virginia, Justice Scalia as- 
serted that it is constitutional to execute 
mentally handicapped people. 

“The fact that juries continue to sen- 
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tence mentally retarded offenders to 
death for extreme crimes shows that 
society’s moral outrage sometimes de- 
mands execution of retarded offenders,’ 
wrote Justice Scalia. 


He also believed that the cruel ands 


unusual punishment clause of the 
Eighth Amendment exacted no limit on 
the length of the sentence that could be 
imposed, even for minor crimes. 

Last year, 
during delibera- 
tion in a case in- 6G 
volving affirmative 
action, which he 
maintained — was 
unconstitution- 
al, Justice Scalia 
said that black 
students would 
do better in “slow- 
track” schools that 
werent “too fast” 
for them. 

The conserva- 
tive Justice, ap- 
pointed by President Ronald Reagan in 
1986, also voted in favor of unlimited 
political spending by corporations and 
individuals in Citizens’ United v. FEC 
and for declaring George W. Bush the 
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While nobody would deny 
Justice Scalia has made 
an impact on American 
life that will resound for 
generations, one would be 
hard-pressed to proclaim 
it as an overwhelmingly 
positive one. 


Praise for Scalia 
overblown 


winner of the 2000 presidential cam- 
paign in Bush v. Gore. 

While nobody would deny Justice 
Scalia has made an impact on Amer- 
ican life that will resound for gener- 
ations, one would be hard-pressed to 
proclaim it as an overwhelmingly pos- 
itive one. 

When figures of great stature die, we 
tend to lionize them and gloss over their 
shortcomings. In 
the wake of Scalia’s 
death, many articles 
of little substance 
have been published 
praising his wit and 
intellect. Yet few 
have mentioned the 
callousness and dis- 
connect from mod- 
ern societal norms 
displayed by his legal 
opinions. 

In order to cor- 


99 


important to remember the decisions he 
made from the bench of the high court, 
driven by a misguided legal methodolo- 


rect the trajectory 
of Scalia’s legacy, it’s 


gy, and which have proven disastrous for 
our country. 
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LBSU blocks its way past UC Irvine 


Behind nine blocks and 
16 Anteater errors, the 
49ers sweep their third 
straight opponent on 
Friday night. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s volley- 
ball won up its 11th consecutive set in 
a 3-0 sweep against UC Irvine Friday 
night inside the Walter Pyramid. 

The 49ers (13-2, 10-2) have not 
dropped a set since losing the second 
in their 3-1 win over Cal Baptist on 
Feb. 10. LBSU also rolled onto its sev- 
enth overall victory in a row after its 
nine-block periqi mance against the 
Anteaters (4-10, 3-9). 

“I thought we came.out and passed 
the ball well early” LBSU head coach 
Alan Knipe said. “We got a lot of guys 
going offensively. And we did a pretty 
good job with our blocking defense.” 

The 49ers recorded four team blocks 
in the first set, the last of which came 


WOMEN’S W: 


after UCI's senior outside hitter Kyle 
Russell’s spike was denied by LBSU 
outside hitters Taylor Gregory and 
Bjarne Huus. That block sealed the 25- 
19 win for the 49ers. 

In set two, the 49ers jumped to a 
quick lead and never looked back. 
The Anteaters got close twice, cutting 
the LBSU lead to 9-8 before a 6-2 run 
by the 49ers forced an Irvine time- 
out. LBSU then led 21-15, but a 5-1 
UCI made the score 22-20 and forced 
Knipe to call timeout. 

Anteaters’ senior middle block- 
er Jason Agopian said his team had 
a chance to take some sets, but were 
unable to keep any rhythm whenever 
they started to play well. 

“We would kick into a different 
gear and drop back down,” Agopian 
said. 

Russell and Agopian committed 
two service errors out with LBSU al- 
ready at 22 points, ultimately giving 
the 49ers the 25-22 set win. 

The Anteaters would once again 
lose momentum in set three after a 


rough start by the 49ers. 
“T don't like how we started [the 
third set],” Knipe said. “I thought Ir- 


49ers maul Cougars, 
bite Bulldogs 


LBSU wins both of its 
matches on Saturday’s 
road trip to Redlands. 


By JASON ENNS 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s water 
polo team’s offense erupted in wins over 
Azusa Pacific University, 12-5, and Uni- 
versity of Redlands, 20-5, on Saturday 
in Redlands. 

LBSU got off to a slow start against 
APU, finishing the first quarter 2-2. 
They eventually set into pace, both de- 
fensively and offensively, scoring seven 
goals while limiting the cougars to one 
over the next two quarters. 

Senior goalie Katie Margot made 11 
saves for APU, but couldn't do enough 
to fend off the 49ers who scored on five 
of their eight man-up opportunities. 


Tori Morrissey earned a hat trick, 
netting her third goal to end the match. 

Immediately following the match 
against Azusa, LBSU went head to head 
with Redlands. 

LBSU didn't have its usual slow start 
against the Bulldogs. The 49ers out- 
scored UR by four points in both the 
first and second quarters, and contin- 
ued scoring at a high rate through the 
entire the second half. 

Sophomore utility Virginia Smith, 
sophomore defender Alexandra Massi- 
er and sophomore attacker Bridget 
Reynolds-each scored a hat trick during 
the match. Morrissey snagged another 
two against the Bulldogs, making her 
the lead scorer on the day, with five 
goals total. 

The 49ers will head to Ann Arbor, 
Michigan next weekend to take part in 
the Wolverine Invite. Their first match 
is against the University of Michigan at 
9:40 a.m. on March 5. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 


vine did a great job of jumping on 
us, but I was really proud, after going 
down 5-0, of how quickly we got to 
7-7? 


Once the 49ers erased the Anteater- 


lead, both teams traded points, and 
errors, and remained tied at 19. LBSU 
was the first to break away and gained 
a 22-19 lead thanks to a kill by Yould 
and a pair of errors by Russell. The 
49ers then closed out the set 25-23 to 
win the match 3-0. 

Russell finished with a game-high 
16 kills, but he also led all players with 
nine errors; five of which came in the 
third set. Freshman setter Josh Tuan- 
iga continued to pass well; he led the 
offense to a .382 hitting percentage 
with a game-high 34 assists. 

“Even though it doesn’t look too 
close, I think we were close to doing 
well” Agopian said. “We just really 
didn’t pass well and if we don't pass 
well it’s going to make it really hard.” 

The 49ers look to extend their un- 
beaten streak to eight and nine when 
they visit Hawaii for a two-game se- 
ries on Wednesday and Friday in Ho- 
nolulu. Both games start at 9 p.m. Pa- 
cific Standard Time. 


49ers go 4 for 4 


LBSU wins all 
four of its games 
at the Stanford 
‘Tournament this 
weekend. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State soft- 
ball team went 4-0 with wins 
over Stanford, North Dakota 
State and St. Mary’s in Palo Alto 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

The 49ers (6-3) swept 
through the first day at the 
Stanford Tournament by beat- 
ing the hosts 3-1 first. Senior 
infielder Darian Tautalafua, 
and LBSU’s all-time leader in 
home runs, hit her first of the 
season in the sixth inning gave 
the 49ers a 2-0 lead. Senior out- 
fielder Haley Tobler hit an RBI 
single in the seventh to give 
LBSU a 3-0 cushion. 

LBSU then picked up two 
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wins against North Dakota 
State on both Saturday and 
Sunday. 

The first win came in extra 
innings after sophomore Lau- 
ren MacLeod hit an RBI single 
to score Tautalafua from sec- 
ond base in the bottom of the 
seventh. Then with runners at 
the corners, sophomore infield- 
er L.T. Torres hit a walk-off 
double for the 2-1 win. 

On Sunday, the 49ers eased 
past both its opponents. 

In a rematch with the Bison, 
Tautalafua and freshman Tierra 
Falo each hit three-run home 
runs in a 8-1 win. LBSU fresh- 
man pitcher Cielo Meza threw 
a complete game and struck out 
11 batters. 

The 49ers wrapped up their 
weekend with a 9-1 win against 
St. Mary’s. Sophomore infielder 
Julia Lombardi led the way with 
two doubles and her first home 
run of the season. 

LBSU travels to Palm Springs 
next on Friday for the Mary 
Nutter Collegiate Classic. 
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Dirtbags win opening series 


Behind solid pitching 
performances all 


around, LBSU goes 2-1 


to start the season. 


By MatTT SIMON 
Staff Writer 


Even with shorter fences at Blair 
Field, the Long Beach State baseball 
team’s pitchers appear to be up to the 
challenge of keeping the ball inside the 
park after winning its opening series 
against Holy Cross. 

Through the first three games the 
pitchers have pitched 24 scoreless in- 
nings. The starting pitchers allowed 
five runs while the relief pitching al- 
lowed zero in seven innings of work 
on opening weekend. 

On Friday, Darren McCaughan 
threw seven innings allowing one 
run during the Dirtbags’ 7-1 victory 
against Holy Cross opening weekend. 

“I came out here and attacked them 
tonight,” McCaughan said. “I just 
wanted to be down in the zone and let 
my defense play.” 

On the offensive end, the Dirtbags 
also came out aggressive. Junior short- 
stop Garrett Hampson took advantage 
as lead-off hitter and hit a double to 
start the game. 

“The at-bats early were great; Buck- 
ley said. “Really good energy, starting 
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Sophomore right-hander Chris Mathewson pitches in the Dirtbags’ 3-2 loss against Holy Cross on Sunday at Blair Field. 


with our best player starting off with 
a double,” 
The Dirtbags scored seven runs, but 
left nine batters stranded on base. 
Senior Tanner Brown kept the mo- 
mentum going on Saturday pitching 
seven complete innings, striking out 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


LBSU sweep by the 
Gauchos this season 


The 49ers lose to first place UC Riverside 
Thursday, but defeat UC Santa Barbara Saturday. 


By GRESTER CELIS-ACOSTA 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s 
basketball team bounced back from 
a loss at UC Riverside with a 58-55 
win against UC Santa Barbara on Sat- 
urday. 

The 49ers (19-7, 8-4) completed its 


BASKETBALL 


continued from page | 


jumper put the 49ers up by 13. LBSU 
broke the score open by going on a 7-2 
run in the next two minutes and fif- 
ty-nine seconds to go up 68-48. 
Although the Titans held the 49ers 
to only one made field goal for the re- 


season sweep of the Gauchos (10-17, 
7-6) on Saturday in a narrow win in- 
side the Thunderdome. 

All of LBSU’s junior guard Raven 
Benton’s 19 points came in the sec- 
ond half, which included a three- 
point play that gave the 49ers the 
three point lead with 17.9 seconds 
left. LBSU forced a Gaucho turnover 
and Benson drove down the lane and 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


mainder of the game, CSUF never got 
within single digits. 

“I thought our guys won that game 
on the defensive end? Monson said. “I 
knew our offense would get going if we 
kept defending” 

Although Bibbins returned, LBSU 
lost another player. Senior guard AJ. 


Spencer left the game with 1:37 left in 
the first half after crashing into Fuller- 
tons junior guard Tre’ Coggins. 


six, allowing three hits and one earned 
run during the Dirtbags 2-1 win. 

“T think Tanner has worked real 
hard in the offseason and in the fall,” 
Buckley said. “He had a really good 
first half for us last year. I think he 
wants to be consistent throughout the 


made the contested layup then con- 
verted the and-one. 

Benton is now three points away 
from hitting the 1,000 point mark in 
her career at LBSU. 

This game saw 18 lead changes and 
six ties. The 49ers forced 23 turnovers 
and their best defensive performance 
came against junior Onome Jemerig- 


be. LBSU held the guard to zero points, 


one assist and forced her into seven 
turnovers. LBSU took care of the ball 
better, only committing 13 turnovers. 

On Thursday, UC Riverside (19-7, 
12-0) led by as many as 28 points at 
one point in LBSU’s 83-58 loss. The 
49ers allowed more than 80 total 
points for the first time this season. 

LBSU ends its three game road trip 
against Cal Poly at 7 p.m. on Thurs- 
day inside the Kellogg Arena. 


whole year. Also with him performing 
well it adds depth to our starting ro- 
tation.” 

Brown and Holy Cross’ Ben White 
traded-off scoreless innings until the 
bottom of the sixth inning when short- 
stop Garrett Hampson led off with a 


lowed Lundquist to 


bunt and Brock Lundquist hit an RBI 

single to give the Dirtbags a 1-0 lead. 
Right fielder Zack Rivera knocked 

in another run with a-sac-fly-fhat al- 


Dirtbags sent Chris Mathewson to the 
mound. 

The sophomore right-hander went 
back in action after recovering from 
a knee and leg injury and pitched two 
stellar innings to start. However, his 
day was undone in the third inning 
when Holy Cross scored three runs. 

“It was really exciting to get back 
out there,” Mathewson said. “I’ve been 
waiting several months in recovery, so 
I was really excited to get out there and 
I’m excited to see what happens as the 
season goes on.” 

The Dirtbags scored another run in 
the fifth after Zack Rivera lead off with 
a double and eventually scored bring- 
ing the deficit to 3-2. That would be the 
closest the Dirtbags got to scoring after 
getting shutout the last four innings. 

“I thought the guys were pressing 
today, especially late in the game when 
things got tight,” Buckley said. “The 
one thing we have to continue to im- 
prove on is being on time with pitches 
at the plate” 

The schedule gets tougher for the 
Dirtbags as they travel to No. 9 UCLA 
on Tuesday and host Arizona State 
University on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. 
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Junior guard Anna Kim dribbles in front of two Cal Poly defenders in LB- 
SU’s win over the Mustangs on Jan. 30 inside the Walter Pyramid. 


Spencer was favoring his right shoul- 
der when he went back to the locker 
room and is considered day-to-day. 
However, Monson said he will find out 
the severity of the injury on Monday. 

“Its the shoulder; they're going to 
MRI it on Monday,’ Monson said. 
“{Spencer’s status] will be determined 
on that” 

For 18 minutes on Saturday, the 49ers 
finally had all of their troops back on the 


floor. That didn’t matter much though as 


LBSU went scoreless for five minutes in 
the early portion the half without a single 
field goal. Meanwhile, the Titans went on 
a 9-0 run to take a six-point lead. 

Overall, the 49ers shot 34.1 percent 
from the field and trailed by one at half- 
time. 

“We just missed easy attempts and 
they just weren't going down for us,” 
Bibbins said. “That happens sometimes 


but we just had to get stops. Second half 
they started falling again.” 

Senior guard Nick Faust finished 
with a team-high 14 points, while red- 
shirt senior guard Malcolm Brooks also 
scored 14 for CSUF. 

The 49ers can overtake UC Irvine 
for second place in the Big West with a 
win against the Anteaters on Wednesday 
night at 7 p.m inside the Bren Events 
Center. 


